City Council Agenda
City Council Chambers, City Hall, 612 N. Main Street
Monday, April 27 , 2020 at 5:00 PM
Enter through the front door of the Corn Palace.
1. Instructions For Participation Methods For City Council Meeting
Documents:
CITY OF MITCHELL CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS AS OF 4.24.PDF

2. Use This Link To Submit An Online Comment Regarding An Agenda Item By Noon
Monday, April 27th.
HTTPS://WWW.CITYOFMITCHELL.ORG/FORMCENTER/CITY-COUNCILMAYOR4/SUBMIT-CITY-COUNCIL-COMMENTS-72
3. 5:00 PM Call To Order
4. Pledge Of Allegiance
5. Roll Call
6. First Reading On Ordinance #O2020-06, Continue Addressing A Public Health Crisis
By Implementing And Modifying Certain Measures Which Have Been Deemed
Necessary To Slow The Community Spread Of Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Documents:
AGENDA ITEM- ORDINANCE O2020-06, UPDATED RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS.PDF
ORDINANCE O2020-06, UPDATED RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS (NO TRACKED CHANGES).PDF
GUIDELINES-FOR-OPENING-UP-AMERICA-AGAIN.PDF
GOVERNER NOEM EO 2020-12.PDF

7. Adjourn
Individuals with disabilities who require special assistance to take part in this meeting may contact one
of the following at City Hall (605) 995-8420 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting with requests for
assistance: Human Resources Officer, Finance Officer, Public Works Director, or City Administrator.

City of Mitchell City Council Meetings‐ Participation Methods due to COVID‐19 in accordance with Governor Noem’s
Executive Order 20‐14.
The City Council welcomes participation in all public meetings. However, in light of the current COVID‐19 Pandemic, and
in response to Governor Noem’s Executive Order #2020‐14; the public is asked to forward any comments for the City
Council prior to the meeting so that we can abide by public gathering & social distancing requirements.
Livestream:
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/user/CityofMitchell
Facebook at @cityofmitchellsd
Television Broadcast:
Mitchell Telecom Channel 90
Midco Channel 7

Public Comment Methods Please include your full name with your comments that are submitted.
Prior to the Meeting:
Mail to: City Hall Attn: City Council, 612 N. Main City of Mitchell SD 56301
Email Mayor Bob Everson: beverson@cityofmitchell.org
Email council members: citycouncil@cityofmitchell.org
Email City Administrator Stephanie Ellwein: sellwein@cityofmitchell.org
Leave a voicemail at: 605‐299‐5280
During the Meeting:







In Person: Anyone attending the meeting will be asked to watch from the Corn Palace which allows for social
distancing. Public entering the building will be screened and are asked to wear facial coverings as recommended
by the CDC. Anyone wishing to speak to an agenda item will be allowed into council chambers one at a time to
make their comments.
Email to: citycouncil@cityofmitchell.org
YouTube live chat during the meeting
Facebook live chat during the meeting
Text to: 605‐299‐5280

City staff will be monitoring the chat features on the livestream channels of the meeting and will answer questions if
possible. However, if you would like your comments to be entered into the record you will need to state your full name
and which agenda item you are commenting on as part of your comment in the chat stream before the agenda item is
completed. Please keep in mind there is a delay in the livestreams, so you should submit your comments early.
.
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Meeting Date Requested:

4/27/2020

Requested By:

Desired Action of City Council:

☐ Authorization
☒ Ordinance

Amount Budgeted in current fiscal
year for this item (if applicable):

n/a

Agenda Item:

Ordinance #O2020-06, Continue Addressing a Public Health Crisis by
Implementing and Modifying Certain Measures which have been Deemed
Necessary to Slow the Community Spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Explanation/Background of
Agenda Item Requested:

This ordinance takes several emergency measures in relation to the coronavirus
(COVID-19). The ordinance no longer closes certain types of businesses.
Instead, the ordinance now focuses on compliance with the CDC hygiene
guidelines.

☐ Approval
☐ Citizen Request

Justin Johnson
☐ Resolution
☐ Discussion

Under Section 2, individuals are responsible for following such guidelines as
frequent hand cleaning, staying home as much as possible, and using cloth face
masks when in public or around groups of people. Section 3 also limits
unnecessary gatherings of 10 or more people where distance cannot be
maintained and puts in safeguards for necessary gatherings.
Under Section 4, provisions are put in place for businesses to ensure that their
guests and employees are also following the CDC hygiene guidelines to the
extent possible. It also requires businesses to screen their employees when they
enter the facility.
The ordinance acknowledges the White House reopening guidelines regarding
which activities they recommend stay closed at this time. While the ordinance
doesn't not close any particular business or activity, we do acknowledge that
activities being held in contradiction of the White House recommendations are
likely to generate more concern and complaints. The likely result of that will be
increased investigation by the City into potential violations for those types of
activities.
Section 5 addresses a few limitations and exceptions. Two deal with the 6 feet
seperation requirement and allow immediate family members to be considered
as a unit and also allows the 6 feet rule to be infringed if necessary to complete a
specific task under certain circumstances. It also exempts a number of facilities
although recommends that those facilities follow the ordinance provisions
anyway.
Section 6 addresses the penalties which remain as they were before. However,
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violations are now also deemed a nuisance allowing the City some additional
flexibility to address violating conditions immediately.
As before, the ordinance authorizes legal action if necessary to stop repeat
violations. The ordinance will remain in effect until repealed or amended by the
council. However, the mayor can suspend the ordinance if he determines the
crisis has passed which would then allow the council to either vote to repeal the
ordinance or to continue the ordinance in effect.
Finally, the ordinance confirms the Mayor's ability to take additional actions by
executive order as authorized by City Code in relation to the emergency
declaration. The executive orders have the same force and effect as an
ordinance, and the duration of the emergency declaration is extended.
The City intends to create materials that will further explain what the ordinance
requires and also relevant state and federal guidance. While these materials
should be ready in advance of the ordinance going into effect, they are not ready
at this time. Those with questions are encouraged to reach out to the City
Attorney at 605-990-7940 or jjohnson@cityofmitchell.org for clarification.

ORDINANCE #O2020-06
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO CONTINUE ADDRESSING A PUBLIC HEALTH
CRISIS BY IMPLEMENTING AND MODIFYING CERTAIN MEASURES WHICH
HAVE BEEN DEEMED NECESSARY TO SLOW THE COMMUNITY SPREAD OF
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19).
WHEREAS, the City of Mitchell has the authority pursuant to SDCL 9-29-1 and 9-32-1
to pass ordinances for the purpose of promoting the health, safety, morals, and general welfare,
of the community; and
WHEREAS, an outbreak of the disease COVID-19, which is caused by the novel
coronavirus, has been confirmed in more than 100 countries, including the United States; and
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a severe respiratory disease transmitted by person-to-person
contact or by contact with surfaces contaminated by the virus. In some cases, especially among
older adults and persons with serious underlying health conditions, COVID-19 can result in
serious illness requiring hospitalization, admission to an intensive care unit, and death; and
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is an imminent hazard to public health, safety, and welfare; and
WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO), the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), and the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services have
declared the outbreak of COVID-19 as a public health emergency; and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a national emergency
in response to the global pandemic of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on the same day, Governor Kristi Noem, issued Executive Order 2020-04
which declared a state of emergency to exist in the State of South Dakota in response to the
spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on the same day, Mayor Robert B. Everson, via Executive Order 2020-01,
did declare a state of local disaster or emergency pursuant to Mitchell City Code Section 5-7-3 in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak; and
WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the White House issued guidance recommending that
social gatherings of more than ten people be avoided and that people avoid eating or drinking at
bars, restaurants, and food courts and that bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other indoor
and outdoor venues where people congregate should be closed; and
WHEREAS, the Mitchell City Council did adopt Emergency Ordinance O2020-04 on
March 30, 2020, which did put in place a number of guidelines and limitations on certain
activities in order to combat the spread of COVID-19 and which extended the state of local
disaster or local emergency declared by Mayor Everson; and

WHEREAS, cases of COVID-19 have been confirmed in South Dakota, Davison County,
and the City of Mitchell, with state officials predicting the peak infection period for the state to
occur between the middle of May and middle of June 2020; and
WHEREAS, the City of Sioux Falls is currently the site of a large outbreak of COVID-19
and is not predicted to reach the peak medical resource use period until middle or late May 2020
and that the City of Mitchell’s healthcare providers rely on said Sioux Falls medical system in
order to treat advanced cases of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, the CDC and health experts have recommended social distancing to slow
the spread of COVID-19 and the CDC and White House have issued guidance to state and local
governments regarding restrictions and criteria for lifting such restrictions in phases in order to
control the continued spread or re-occurrence of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, social distancing is a method of slowing down or stopping the spread of a
contagious disease by reducing the probability of contact between infected persons and those not
infected in order to minimize disease transmission; and
WHEREAS, in response to the need to implement social distancing, all schools in the
state of South Dakota have been closed since March 2020 and will remain closed for the
remainder of the 2020 school year at the direction of Governor Noem; and
WHEREAS, Governor Kristi Noem did issue Executive Order 2020-08 on March 23,
2020 which orders South Dakota citizens, its employers, healthcare organizations, and its local
government bodies to take certain actions in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, such as
implementation of restrictions on public gatherings; and
WHEREAS, Governor Noem did issue Executive Order 2020-12 on April 6, 2020, which
rescinded Executive Order 2020-08, with said Order 2020-12 making the provisions of
Executive Order 2020-08 mandatory and solidifying restrictions as to South Dakota citizens,
employers, retailers, health care organizations, and local governmental bodies; and
WHEREAS, Governor Noem’s Executive Order 2020-12 orders and directs all local and
municipal governments within the State of South Dakota to:
1. Implement the recommended CDC hygiene practices and public employee arrangements
designed to reduce the likelihood of spreading the disease, and take action based on facts,
data, and science.
2. Restrict public gatherings of ten or more people, unless it is necessary.
3. Review the business practices of each “enclosed retail business that promotes public
gatherings” in their community for compliance with [Executive Order 2020-12] and
protect the ability of those businesses to innovate.

4. Encourage entrepreneurial innovation in the private sector to provide employment
opportunities to protect the continued operation of the free market consistent with the
recommendations of the CDC hygiene practices and understand that COVID-19 will
impact their communities for potentially the next four months or more.
5. Protect critical infrastructure sectors, as defined by the Department of Homeland
Security, such as healthcare services, pharmaceutical industry, and food supply entities,
as these sectors have a special responsibility to maintain their normal work schedule.
; and
WHEREAS, Governor Noem, via Executive Order 2020-15 issued on April 9, 2020, did
extend the state of emergency previously declared under Executive Order 2020-04 to continue
through May 31, 2020; and
WHEREAS, many states and communities across the country have already implemented
the White House recommendations by ordering all bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other
indoor and outdoor venues where people congregate be closed until the public health emergency
is over and that the recommendations, as found in the White House Guidelines for Opening Up
America Again, are to reopen in phases when certain criteria have been met; and
WHEREAS, the failure to continue effective social distancing techniques will likely
result in higher numbers of infected individuals, hospitalizations, and fatalities, and has the
potential to overwhelm the capacity of the City’s health care providers; and
WHEREAS, it remains important that control measures be in place to reduce or slow
down the spread of COVID-19 in order to protect the health and safety of the City’s residents,
especially for seniors and those with underlying health conditions that make them particularly
vulnerable to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City leadership have been in consultation with health
professionals in the community and said healthcare professionals are recommending that the
actions recommended by federal and state authorities be continued in Mitchell at this time; and
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Mitchell
that:
1.

City of Mitchell Emergency Ordinance O2020-04 is hereby repealed.

2.

Pursuant to Governor Noem’s Executive Order 2020-12, every person in the City of
Mitchell shall follow the recommended CDC hygiene practices as they appear now or
may be amended and which currently include, but are not limited to:
A.
washing hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds;
B.
using sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol when soap and water is
unavailable;
C.
avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and mouth;
D.
avoiding close contact with those who are sick;

E.
F.
G.

H.

staying at home as much as possible;
keeping a minimum of 6 feet separation between yourself and others;
covering your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others, even
when not feeling sick, and particularly when in public (except in cases where
the CDC or a medical professional has advised differently); and
cleaning frequently touched surfaces daily.

Particular importance is placed upon staying home as much as possible, maintaining 6
feet of separation, wearing a cloth face cover in public, and washing/sanitizing hands.
3.

Pursuant to Governor Noem’s Executive Order 2020-12, no person in the City of
Mitchell shall participate in an unnecessary gathering of 10 or more people unless all
participants maintain at least 6 feet of separation at all times. For gatherings of 10 or
more that are deemed necessary and which may include participants who must be within
6 feet of each other, the participants shall utilize a cloth face cover over the nose and
mouth. Gatherings that are deemed necessary include those that facilitate operations of
essential critical infrastructure workers as defined by Cybersecurity & Infrastructure
Security Agency of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

4.

Provisions Relating Specifically to Businesses:
A.
Businesses that remain open must ensure that all visitors, patrons, and other
non-employee individuals on the premises meet the provisions set forth in
Sections 2A, 2B, 2D, 2F, 2G, and 3 above when feasible while such visitors,
patrons, and other non-employee individuals are on the premises.
B.
Businesses that remain open must ensure that all employees on the premises
meet the provisions set forth in Sections 2A, 2B, 2D, 2F, 2G, 2H, and 3 above
when feasible while such employees are on the premises.
C.
Businesses that remain open must provide a method of sanitizing hands and/or
frequently touched surfaces at each entrance and exit of a facility and at a
location where an individual can sanitize their hands or the surface before/after
using any items intended for shared use. By way of example, shelved inventory
would not be considered an item intended for shared use, but pens at a point of
sale would be considered an item intended for shared use.
D.
Businesses must implement a screening program for employees consisting of a
minimum of questioning on COVID-19 symptoms for each employee entering a
facility and a temperature check. An employee who is displaying symptoms or
who has a temperature above 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit shall not be permitted to
enter the facility. Businesses may, but are not required to, expand such
screening to visitors.
E.
For enforcement purposes, the City may hold an owner, manager, supervisor, or
employee responsible for a violation of this section if such person knew or
should have known of a violation and failed to address the situation in a manner
which would prevent further violations taking into consideration the
individual’s level of authority.
F.
While this ordinance does not make distinctions on the application of this
ordinance to different types of businesses, it should be noted that prior White

House guidance was premised upon there being closures for bars, restaurants,
food courts, gyms, and other indoor and outdoor venues where people
congregate. Even in phase one of the White House proposed reopening
guidance, the recommendation is for schools and youth activities to remain
closed, visits to senior living and hospitals to be prohibited, large venues and
gyms to strictly follow physical distancing and sanitation protocols, and for bars
to remain closed. Understand that any operation conducting business outside of
these federal recommendations is anticipated to generate increased public
complaints which may then result in increased investigation by City staff into
whether a violation has occurred. All violation investigations and prosecutions
are handled on a case by case basis.
5.

6.

Limitations and Exceptions:
A.
For purposes of this ordinance, any requirement to maintain 6 feet separation
shall not apply to immediate family members or members of the same
household.
B.

The 6 feet separation requirement may be waived for an employer, the
individual employee, and other persons an employee may be in close proximity
with if all individuals in close proximity wear an appropriate face covering and
are within close proximity only for the time necessary to complete a specific
task that requires more than one person to complete appropriately. This
exception does not authorize unnecessary, non-exempt, or non-essential
activities which may involve individuals coming within 6 feet of one another.

C.

This ordinance does not apply to health care facilities, residential care facilities,
congregate care facilities, childcare facilities, correctional facilities, crisis
shelters, homeless shelters, emergency facilities necessary for the response to
the current public health emergency or any other community emergency or
disaster, or to the meetings or proceedings of any city, county, state, school, or
court. This ordinance does not apply to essential critical infrastructure workers
or their operations, as defined by Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security
Agency of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, to the extent said
workers are engaged in their work duties. However, the provisions put in place
by this ordinance are still recommended, to the extent possible, for any exempt
person, location, operation, or meeting.

Penalties and Nuisance Treatment.
A.
Any violation of this ordinance is subject to the general penalty provision
established in Section 1-4-1 of the Mitchell City Code. Each day a violation of
this ordinance is allowed to occur is considered a separate offense.
B.
Violations of this ordinance are hereby deemed to constitute a nuisance under
Mitchell City Code Chapter 5-3. Emergency abatement under Section 5-3-15 is
specifically authorized as an immediate remedy for violations up to and
including the closure of the facility and removal of all persons from the
location. The violating party shall be responsible for the costs incurred to abate

C.

such nuisance. Before reopening, the violating party, or other appropriate party,
shall submit a written statement to the City stating which steps will be taken to
ensure future compliance with the provisions of this ordinance. City staff will
inform the party submitting the statement of their ability to resume operations
within 1 business day (excluding weekends and holidays). Any business or
individual aggrieved by any immediate abatement or requirements being placed
on the person’s activities to be brought in compliance with ordinance may
appeal the action to the next City Council meeting that is at least 48 hours after
the filing of the notice of the written request for hearing, exclusive of weekends
and holidays. Such request for hearing must set forth the reasons why the
business or individual believes their actions are within the restrictions contained
in the ordinance.
The City Attorney is authorized to pursue relief, in an appropriate form, through
the court system which may serve to prevent and/or prohibit repeat violations of
this ordinance.

7.

This ordinance shall remain in effect until amended or repealed by the City Council,
except that the Mayor may order the temporary suspension of the provisions of this
ordinance one time for the purpose of bringing the matter of this ordinance’s repeal or
continuance before the City Council. Such suspension shall remain in effect either until
the Council votes in favor of having this ordinance remain in effect or until the Council
complies with the procedure to repeal this ordinance.

8.

This ordinance shall not limit the powers of the Mayor pursuant to law and ordinance and
the Mayor, having declared a local disaster or emergency pursuant to Mitchell City Code
Section 5-7-3, shall continue to have all powers granted thereunder to be exercised by
Executive Order. Such Executive Orders shall be of the same force and effect as if
included in this ordinance and any person violating such an Executive Order shall be
subject to the same penalties as cited above. In addition, pursuant to MCC 5-7-3(C), the
City Council does hereby extend the duration of the emergency declared by the Mayor
via Executive Order 2020-01 on March 13, 2020 and as previously extended under
Emergency Ordinance 2020-04. Such extension shall continue until this ordinance is
repealed.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that, pursuant to SDCL 9-19-13, this ordinance is
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the
City and shall become effective immediately upon publication of this ordinance after adoption.

Adopted by majority vote of the Mitchell SD City Council in regular session this ____
day of _________________, 2020.

____________________________________
Robert B. Everson, Jr. – Mayor

Attest:
(seal)
___________________________________
Michelle Bathke – City Finance Officer
First Reading: _____________________
Second Reading: _____________________
Adoption: _____________________
Published: _____________________

GUIDELINES

OPENING UP
AMERICA AGAIN

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

CRITERIA
The data-driven conditions each region or state should satisfy
before proceeding to a phased opening.

Overview

PREPAREDNESS

What States should do to meet the challenges ahead.

PHASE GUIDELINES
Responsibilities of individuals and employers during all phases,
and in each specific phase of the opening.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Proposed State or Regional Gating Criteria
(Satisfy Before Proceeding to Phased Opening)

SYMPTOMS

CASES

HOSPITALS

Downward trajectory of influenza-like
illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-day period

Downward trajectory of documented cases
within a 14-day period

Treat all patients without crisis care

AND

OR

Downward trajectory of COVID-like
syndromic cases reported within a 14-day
period

Downward trajectory of positive tests as a
percent of total tests within a 14-day period
(flat or increasing volume of tests)

AND

Robust testing program in place for
at-risk healthcare workers, including
emerging antibody testing

*State and local officials may need to tailor the application of these criteria to local circumstances (e.g., metropolitan areas that have
suffered severe COVID outbreaks, rural and suburban areas where outbreaks have not occurred or have been mild). Additionally, where
appropriate, Governors should work on a regional basis to satisfy these criteria and to progress through the phases outlined below.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Core State Preparedness Responsibilities
TESTING & CONTACT TRACING

HEALTHCARE SYSTEM CAPACITY

ü Ability to quickly set up safe and efficient

ü Ability to quickly and independently supply sufficient Personal Protective

screening and testing sites for symptomatic
individuals and trace contacts of COVID+
results
ü Ability to test Syndromic/ILI-indicated persons
for COVID and trace contacts of COVID+ results
ü Ensure sentinel surveillance sites are
screening for asymptomatic cases and
contacts for COVID+ results are traced (sites

Equipment and critical medical equipment to handle dramatic surge in need
ü Ability to surge ICU capacity

PLANS
ü Protect the health and safety of workers in critical industries
ü Protect the health and safety of those living and working in high-risk facilities (e.g.,
senior care facilities)
ü Protect employees and users of mass transit

operate at locations that serve older

ü Advise citizens regarding protocols for social distancing and face coverings

individuals, lower-income Americans, racial

ü Monitor conditions and immediately take steps to limit and mitigate any rebounds or

minorities, and Native Americans)

outbreaks by restarting a phase or returning to an earlier phase, depending on severity

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

BASED ON UP-TO-DATE DATA AND READINESS

Proposed
Phased
Approach

MITIGATES RISK OF RESURGENCE
PROTECTS THE MOST VULNERABLE
IMPLEMENTABLE ON STATEWIDE OR COUNTYBY-COUNTY BASIS AT GOVERNORS’ DISCRETION

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Guidelines for All Phases: Individuals
CONTINUE TO PRACTICE GOOD HYGIENE
ü Wash your hands with soap and water or use hand sanitizer, especially after touching frequently
used items or surfaces.
ü Avoid touching your face.
ü Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the inside of your elbow.
ü Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as much as possible.
ü Strongly consider using face coverings while in public, and particularly when using mass transit.

PEOPLE WHO FEEL SICK SHOULD STAY HOME
ü Do not go to work or school.
ü Contact and follow the advice of your medical provider.

Continue to adhere
to State and local
guidance as well as
complementary
CDC guidance,
particularly with
respect to face
coverings.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Guidelines for All Phases: Employers
Develop and implement appropriate policies, in accordance with Federal, State, and local
regulations and guidance, and informed by industry best practices, regarding:
ü Social distancing and protective equipment
ü Temperature checks
ü Testing, isolating, and contact tracing
ü Sanitation
ü Use and disinfection of common and high-traffic areas
ü Business travel

Monitor workforce for indicative symptoms. Do not allow symptomatic people to physically return to
work until cleared by a medical provider.
Develop and implement policies and procedures for workforce contact tracing following employee
COVID+ test.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Phase One
FOR STATES AND REGIONS
THAT SATISFY THE GATING CRITERIA

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

ALL VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS* should continue to shelter in place. Members of
households with vulnerable residents should be aware that by returning to work
or other environments where distancing is not practical, they could carry the virus
back home. Precautions should be taken to isolate from vulnerable residents.

Phase One
INDIVIDUALS

All individuals, WHEN IN PUBLIC (e.g., parks, outdoor recreation areas, shopping
areas), should maximize physical distance from others. Social settings of more
than 10 people, where appropriate distancing may not be practical, should be
avoided unless precautionary measures are observed.
Avoid SOCIALIZING in groups of more than 10 people in circumstances that do
not readily allow for appropriate physical distancing (e.g., receptions, trade
shows)
MINIMIZE NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL and adhere to CDC guidelines regarding
isolation following travel.
*See Appendix 1 for Definition of Vulnerable Individuals

EACH PHASE OF THIS GUIDANCE ADDRESSES THOSE ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE FOR WHICH RESTRICTIONS REMAIN APPROPRIATE DUE TO COVID.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Continue to ENCOURAGE TELEWORK, whenever possible and feasible with
business operations.

Phase One
EMPLOYERS

If possible, RETURN TO WORK IN PHASES.
Close COMMON AREAS where personnel are likely to congregate and interact,
or enforce strict social distancing protocols.
Minimize NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL and adhere to CDC guidelines regarding
isolation following travel.
Strongly consider SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS for personnel who are
members of a VULNERABLE POPULATION.

EACH PHASE OF THIS GUIDANCE ADDRESSES THOSE ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE FOR WHICH RESTRICTIONS REMAIN APPROPRIATE DUE TO COVID.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

SCHOOLS AND ORGANIZED YOUTH ACTIVITIES (e.g., daycare, camp) that are
currently closed should remain closed.

Phase One
SPECIFIC TYPES OF
EMPLOYERS

VISITS TO SENIOR LIVING FACILITIES AND HOSPITALS should be prohibited.
Those who do interact with residents and patients must adhere to strict protocols
regarding hygiene.
LARGE VENUES (e.g., sit-down dining, movie theaters, sporting venues, places of
worship) can operate under strict physical distancing protocols.
ELECTIVE SURGERIES can resume, as clinically appropriate, on an outpatient basis
at facilities that adhere to CMS guidelines.
GYMS can open if they adhere to strict physical distancing and sanitation protocols.
BARS should remain closed.

EACH PHASE OF THIS GUIDANCE ADDRESSES THOSE ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE FOR WHICH RESTRICTIONS REMAIN APPROPRIATE DUE TO COVID.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Phase Two
FOR STATES AND REGIONS WITH NO EVIDENCE OF
A REBOUND AND THAT SATISFY THE GATING
CRITERIA A SECOND TIME

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Phase Two
INDIVIDUALS

ALL VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS should continue to shelter in place. Members of
households with vulnerable residents should be aware that by returning to work
or other environments where distancing is not practical, they could carry the virus
back home. Precautions should be taken to isolate from vulnerable residents.
All individuals, WHEN IN PUBLIC (e.g., parks, outdoor recreation areas, shopping
areas), should maximize physical distance from others. Social settings of more
than 50 people, where appropriate distancing may not be practical, should be
avoided unless precautionary measures are observed.
NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL can resume.

EACH PHASE OF THIS GUIDANCE ADDRESSES THOSE ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE FOR WHICH RESTRICTIONS REMAIN APPROPRIATE DUE TO COVID.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Phase Two
EMPLOYERS

Continue to ENCOURAGE TELEWORK, whenever possible and feasible with
business operations.
Close COMMON AREAS where personnel are likely to congregate and interact, or
enforce moderate social distancing protocols.
NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL can resume.
Strongly consider SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS for personnel who are
members of a VULNERABLE POPULATION.

EACH PHASE OF THIS GUIDANCE ADDRESSES THOSE ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE FOR WHICH RESTRICTIONS REMAIN APPROPRIATE DUE TO COVID.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

SCHOOLS AND ORGANIZED YOUTH ACTIVITIES (e.g., daycare, camp) can reopen.
VISITS TO SENIOR CARE FACILITIES AND HOSPITALS should be prohibited. Those
who do interact with residents and patients must adhere to strict protocols
regarding hygiene.

Phase Two

LARGE VENUES (e.g., sit-down dining, movie theaters, sporting venues, places of
worship) can operate under moderate physical distancing protocols.

SPECIFIC TYPES OF
EMPLOYERS

ELECTIVE SURGERIES can resume, as clinically appropriate, on an outpatient and
in-patient basis at facilities that adhere to CMS guidelines.
GYMS can remain open if they adhere to strict physical distancing and sanitation
protocols.
BARS may operate with diminished standing-room occupancy, where applicable
and appropriate.

EACH PHASE OF THIS GUIDANCE ADDRESSES THOSE ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE FOR WHICH RESTRICTIONS REMAIN APPROPRIATE DUE TO COVID.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Phase Three
FOR STATES AND REGIONS WITH NO EVIDENCE OF
A REBOUND AND THAT SATISFY THE GATING
CRITERIA A THIRD TIME

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Phase Three
INDIVIDUALS

Phase Three

VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS can resume public interactions, but should
practice physical distancing, minimizing exposure to social settings where
distancing may not be practical, unless precautionary measures are
observed.
LOW-RISK POPULATIONS should consider minimizing time spent in
crowded environments.

Resume UNRESTRICTED STAFFING of worksites.

EMPLOYERS

EACH PHASE OF THIS GUIDANCE ADDRESSES THOSE ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE FOR WHICH RESTRICTIONS REMAIN APPROPRIATE DUE TO COVID.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

VISITS TO SENIOR CARE FACILITIES AND HOSPITALS can resume. Those
who interact with residents and patients must be diligent regarding hygiene.

Phase Three
SPECIFIC TYPES OF
EMPLOYERS

LARGE VENUES (e.g., sit-down dining, movie theaters, sporting venues, places
of worship) can operate under limited physical distancing protocols.
GYMS can remain open if they adhere to standard sanitation protocols.
BARS may operate with increased standing room occupancy, where
applicable.

EACH PHASE OF THIS GUIDANCE ADDRESSES THOSE ASPECTS OF DAILY LIFE FOR WHICH RESTRICTIONS REMAIN APPROPRIATE DUE TO COVID.

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Appendix

Vulnerable Individuals
1. Elderly individuals.
2. Individuals with serious underlying health conditions, including high
blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and
those whose immune system is compromised such as by chemotherapy
for cancer and other conditions requiring such therapy.

